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People’s living arrangements in England: Census 2021  
The content of this summary is taken exclusively from Office for National Statistics Census 2021 results available via this link 

Main Points - National Picture 

• The proportion of people who live in a couple that are cohabiting has increased from 20.6% in 2011 
to 24.3% in 2021, an increase in all age groups aged under 85 years. 

• The proportion of cohabiting couples with an age difference of five years or more fell from 38.5% in 
2011 to 33.7% in 2021, the age differences of cohabiting couples are now more similar to those of 
married couples (31.1% five or more years). 

• On Census Day (21 March 2021), 4.9 million non-dependent children lived in the parental home, an 
increase of 14.7% since 2011, the largest percentage point increase was for those aged 25 to 29 
years. 

• The proportion of people aged 16 to 49 years who live alone has decreased from 9.5% in 2011 to 
8.5% in 2021. 

• The number of usual residents who stayed at a second parental address for more than 30 days a 
year was 1.1 million (42.4% more than 2011), 5.0% of people aged under 18 years (620,000) in 
2021 and 3.3% (391,000) in 2011. 

• For some people, living arrangements in March 2021 may reflect how the coronavirus (COVID-19) 
pandemic affected their place of usual residence on Census Day, but this is likely to be marginal in 
relation to the underlying trends in living arrangements. 

 

How living arrangements varies across Greater Lincolnshire 

• In Greater Lincolnshire 98.3% (1,076,285) of all people live in a household, this remains consistent 

across all Districts with the exception of Lincoln, which has the lowest proportion of 93.0% as seen in 

Table 1. The remaining 1.7% (18,729) live in a communal establishment. 

• The proportion of people living as a couple in Greater Lincolnshire is 51.5% (553,793), this increases 

slightly in Lincolnshire to 52.3%. Lincoln has the lowest proportion with 42.6% of the population living 

as a couple. This includes separated but still married or in a civil partnership, cohabiting, married and 

in a civil partnership. The proportions for each District can be seen in Table 2.  

• Table 3 shows the proportions of Greater Lincolnshire population aged 16 years and over, that are 

not living as a couple as 31.1% (334,904). Lincoln has the highest proportion with 27.2% of the 

population not living in a couple. Lincoln also has the highest proportion that have never married or 

registered a civil partnership with 27.6%, this could be due to the student population in and around 

Lincoln. 

• East Lindsey has the highest proportion at 70.2% of households that do not have children, either 

explicitly mentioned or not mentioned. Tables 5 and 6. 

• Across Greater Lincolnshire, a quarter of households have dependent children, the highest proportion 

is seen in Boston with a subtotal of 28.9%. Table 7. 

• North Lincolnshire and North East Lincolnshire have the highest proportions of all children that are 

non-dependant with 10.3% and 10.0% respectively. In Lincolnshire, the proportion is 9.1%. Table 8 

• 27.3% of the population of Greater Lincolnshire have never married and never registered a civil 

partnership as seen in Table 9. 42.9% of the Lincoln population are in this category. 

• Table 10 shows that across Greater Lincolnshire 38.5% of the population are Married to the opposite 

sex, this is also the highest proportion across all categories, with 0.2% in a same sex marriage and 

less than 0.2% in a registered civil partnership, both same sex and opposite sex. 

• In Greater Lincolnshire, the majority of households (183,718) have 2 people in them, this is seen 

across all Districts. For households that have 6 or more people Lincoln has the highest proportions. 

Boston has the highest proportions when there are between 3 and 5 people in a household and 

Lincoln has the highest proportion of 1 person households. 

mailto:PH_Intelligence@lincolnshire.gov.uk
https://census.gov.uk/census-2021-results#:~:text=Census%202021%20results%20are%20the%20data%20and%20supporting,main%20results%20within%20two%20years%20of%20the%20census.


Produced by: Public Health Intelligence Team, February 2023, please contact us at: 

PH_Intelligence@lincolnshire.gov.uk 

 

 

Number of usual residents in households and communal establishments 

It should be noted that people who completed the normal household questionnaire were recorded as living 

in a household. Those who completed an individual questionnaire were asked if they lived in a household 

or a communal establishment. A communal establishment is an establishment with full-time pr part-time 

supervision providing residential accommodation, such as student halls of residence, boarding schools, 

armed forces bases, hospitals, care or residentials homes, prisons etc. 

Table 1:  

District Lives in a communal establishment Lives in a household 

Boston                          775  1.1%                     69,727  98.9% 

East Lindsey                       2,370  1.7%                   139,926  98.3% 

Lincoln                       7,254  7.0%                     96,559  93.0% 

North Kesteven                       2,025  1.7%                   116,050  98.3% 

South Holland                          780  0.8%                     94,342  99.2% 

South Kesteven                       1,218  0.8%                   142,186  99.2% 

West Lindsey                       1,124  1.2%                     94,032  98.8% 

North East 
Lincolnshire                       1,505  1.0%                   155,461  99.0% 

North Lincolnshire                       1,678  1.0%                   168,002  99.0% 

Lincolnshire                     15,546  2.0%                   752,822  98.0% 

Greater Lincolnshire                     18,729  1.7%                1,076,285  98.3% 
Source: Office for National Statistics – Census 2021 
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Living arrangements 

This dataset provides Census 2021 estimates that classify usual residents aged 16 years and over in 

households in England and Wales by their living arrangements. 

NB ‘Does not apply’ (those under 16) has been excluded from the ‘Subtotal: living in a couple’. 

Table 2:  

District 
Does not 

apply 

Living as a 
couple: 

Separated, 
but still 

married or 
in a civil 

partnership 

Living in a 
same-sex 
couple: 

Cohabiting 

Living in a 
same-sex 
couple: 

Married or 
in a civil 

partnership 

Living in an 
opposite-

sex couple: 
Cohabiting 

Living in an 
opposite-

sex couple: 
Married or 
in a civil 

partnership 

Subtot
al: 

living 
in a 

couple 

Boston 18.5% 0.1% 0.6% 0.2% 13.8% 34.9% 49.6% 

East Lindsey 14.9% 0.1% 0.5% 0.3% 12.0% 42.1% 55.0% 

Lincoln 17.3% 0.1% 0.8% 0.2% 14.0% 27.5% 42.6% 

North Kesteven 17.3% 0.1% 0.4% 0.3% 11.5% 43.2% 55.6% 

South Holland 17.1% 0.1% 0.4% 0.2% 13.3% 39.6% 53.6% 

South Kesteven 17.8% 0.1% 0.4% 0.2% 11.8% 40.6% 53.1% 

West Lindsey 17.0% 0.1% 0.4% 0.3% 11.7% 41.5% 53.9% 

North East 
Lincolnshire 18.9% 0.1% 0.4% 0.2% 13.0% 33.8% 47.5% 

North Lincolnshire 18.0% 0.1% 0.5% 0.2% 12.7% 37.8% 51.2% 

Lincolnshire 17.0% 0.1% 0.5% 0.2% 12.4% 39.1% 52.3% 

Greater 
Lincolnshire 17.4% 0.1% 0.5% 0.2% 12.6% 38.1% 51.5% 

Source: Office for National Statistics – Census 2021 
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Table 3:  

District 

Not living in 
a couple: 

Single 
(never 

married and 
never 

registered a 
same-sex 

civil 
partnership) 

Not living 
in a 

couple: 
Divorced 

or formerly 
in a civil 

partnership 
which is 

now legally 
dissolved 

Not living 
in a 

couple: 
Married or 

in a 
registered 

civil 
partnership 

Not living in 
a couple: 
Separated 
(including 
those who 
are married 
and those 
who are in 

civil 
partnerships) 

Not living 
in a 

couple: 
Widowed 

or 
surviving 
partner 

from a civil 
partnership 

Subtotal: 
Not living 

in a 
couple 

Boston 18.2% 5.9% 1.2% 1.5% 5.3% 31.9% 

East Lindsey 15.4% 5.8% 0.7% 1.5% 6.7% 30.1% 

Lincoln 27.6% 6.2% 0.8% 1.5% 3.9% 40.1% 

North Kesteven 14.6% 5.3% 0.5% 1.4% 5.3% 27.2% 

South Holland 15.9% 5.4% 0.9% 1.4% 5.8% 29.3% 

South Kesteven 16.1% 5.8% 0.5% 1.5% 5.1% 29.1% 

West Lindsey 15.6% 5.7% 0.6% 1.6% 5.6% 29.0% 

North East Lincolnshire 19.6% 6.4% 0.7% 1.7% 5.2% 33.6% 

North Lincolnshire 17.6% 5.7% 0.8% 1.5% 5.3% 30.8% 

Lincolnshire 17.3% 5.7% 0.7% 1.5% 5.4% 30.7% 

Greater Lincolnshire 17.7% 5.8% 0.7% 1.5% 5.4% 31.1% 

Source: Office for National Statistics – Census 2021 

Map 1: 

  
Source: Office for National Statistics – Census 2021 
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Household composition 

In terms of household composition, 14 categories were recorded in the Census 2021, for the analysis of this 

data, the categories have been grouped, the first group, seen in Table 4, is where children were not recorded. 

Table 5 shows the proportions where there are no children. Table 6 is households with dependent children 

and Table 7 is households where all the children are non-dependent. 

Table 4:  

District 
Subtotal: 

Children not 
mentioned 

Subtotal: No 
children 

Subtotal: With 
dependent 

children 

Subtotal: All 
children non-

dependent 

Boston 43.3% 18.3% 28.9% 9.5% 

East Lindsey 49.5% 20.7% 20.8% 8.9% 

Lincoln 48.5% 17.9% 25.2% 8.5% 

North Kesteven 43.3% 21.2% 26.3% 9.1% 

South Holland 44.4% 20.2% 25.8% 9.6% 

South Kesteven 44.4% 19.8% 26.5% 9.3% 

West Lindsey 45.8% 20.5% 24.5% 9.1% 

North East Lincolnshire 45.6% 17.5% 26.9% 10.0% 

North Lincolnshire 43.8% 19.4% 26.5% 10.3% 

Lincolnshire 45.8% 20.0% 25.1% 9.1% 

Greater Lincolnshire 45.5% 19.5% 25.6% 9.4% 

 
  

mailto:PH_Intelligence@lincolnshire.gov.uk


Produced by: Public Health Intelligence Team, February 2023, please contact us at: 

PH_Intelligence@lincolnshire.gov.uk 

 

Table 5: 

District 

One-
person 

household: 
Aged 66 

years and 
over 

One-
person 

household: 
Other 

Single 
family 

household: 
All aged 66 
years and 

over 

Single 
family 

household: 
Other single 

family 
household: 
Other family 
composition 

Other 
household 

types: 
Other, 

including 
all full-time 

students 
and all 

aged 66 
years and 

over 

Subtotal: 
Children 

not 
mentioned 

Boston 13.7% 13.8% 10.6% 0.8% 4.3% 43.3% 

East Lindsey 16.9% 13.6% 15.8% 0.4% 2.7% 49.5% 

Lincoln 11.5% 21.7% 6.8% 1.0% 7.5% 48.5% 

North Kesteven 14.2% 13.2% 13.4% 0.3% 2.1% 43.3% 

South Holland 14.5% 12.6% 12.9% 0.6% 3.8% 44.4% 

South Kesteven 14.1% 14.9% 12.6% 0.4% 2.4% 44.4% 

West Lindsey 14.8% 15.2% 13.5% 0.3% 2.1% 45.8% 

North East Lincolnshire 14.4% 18.2% 10.0% 0.6% 2.4% 45.6% 

North Lincolnshire 14.1% 15.1% 11.3% 0.6% 2.7% 43.8% 

Lincolnshire 14.4% 14.9% 12.6% 0.5% 3.4% 45.8% 

Greater Lincolnshire 14.4% 15.4% 12.0% 0.5% 3.1% 45.5% 
Source: Office for National Statistics – Census 2021 

 
Table 6:  

District 

Single family 
household: Cohabiting 

couple family: No 
children 

Single family 
household: Married or 

civil partnership 
couple: No children 

Subtotal: No children 

Boston 6.5% 11.8% 18.3% 

East Lindsey 6.0% 14.8% 20.7% 

Lincoln 8.5% 9.4% 17.9% 

North Kesteven 6.6% 14.6% 21.2% 

South Holland 6.6% 13.6% 20.2% 

South Kesteven 6.4% 13.4% 19.8% 

West Lindsey 6.3% 14.3% 20.5% 

North East Lincolnshire 5.9% 11.6% 17.5% 

North Lincolnshire 6.2% 13.2% 19.4% 

Lincolnshire 6.6% 13.3% 20.0% 

Greater Lincolnshire 6.5% 13.1% 19.5% 
Source: Office for National Statistics – Census 2021 
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Table 7:  

District 

Single family 
household: 
Lone parent 
family: With 
dependent 

children 

Single family 
household: 
Cohabiting 

couple family: 
With 

dependent 
children 

Single family 
household: 
Married or 

civil 
partnership 

couple: 
Dependent 

children 

Other 
household 
types: With 
dependent 

children 

Subtotal: With 
dependent 

children 

Boston 7.4% 6.0% 11.7% 3.8% 28.9% 

East Lindsey 5.2% 4.4% 9.3% 1.8% 20.8% 

Lincoln 7.6% 5.3% 10.1% 2.2% 25.2% 

North Kesteven 5.4% 4.7% 14.8% 1.4% 26.3% 

South Holland 5.5% 5.5% 11.9% 2.9% 25.8% 

South Kesteven 6.2% 4.9% 13.9% 1.5% 26.5% 

West Lindsey 5.9% 4.8% 12.3% 1.6% 24.5% 

North East Lincolnshire 8.6% 6.2% 10.2% 1.9% 26.9% 

North Lincolnshire 6.5% 5.9% 12.0% 2.2% 26.5% 

Lincolnshire 6.1% 5.0% 12.0% 2.0% 25.1% 

Greater Lincolnshire 6.5% 5.3% 11.8% 2.0% 25.6% 
Source: Office for National Statistics – Census 2021 

Table 8:  

District 

Single family 
household: Lone 
parent family: All 

children non-
dependent 

Single family 
household: 

Cohabiting couple 
family: All 

children non-
dependent 

Single family 
household: 

Married or civil 
partnership 
couple: All 

children non-
dependent 

Subtotal: All 
children non-

dependent 

Boston 3.5% 0.9% 5.1% 9.5% 

East Lindsey 3.3% 0.6% 5.0% 8.9% 

Lincoln 3.8% 0.7% 4.0% 8.5% 

North Kesteven 2.8% 0.6% 5.7% 9.1% 

South Holland 3.2% 0.8% 5.5% 9.6% 

South Kesteven 3.2% 0.7% 5.4% 9.3% 

West Lindsey 3.1% 0.7% 5.3% 9.1% 

North East Lincolnshire 3.8% 0.9% 5.3% 10.0% 

North Lincolnshire 3.7% 0.9% 5.7% 10.3% 

Lincolnshire 3.2% 0.7% 5.2% 9.1% 

Greater Lincolnshire 3.4% 0.8% 5.3% 9.4% 
Source: Office for National Statistics – Census 2021 
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Legal partnership status 

In the Census 2021, 12 categories for legal partnership status were recorded, including does not apply (those 

under 16). The categories have been grouped to: Not in a partnership, due to never being married, separated, 

divorced/dissolved or death of spouse, seen in Table 8 or in a civil partnership or married as seen in Table 9 

Table 9:  

District 
Does not 

apply 

Never 
married 

and 
never 

registere
d a civil 
partners

hip 

Separated, 
but still in a 
registered 

civil 
partnership 

Separated, 
but still 
married 

Formerly in 
a civil 

partnership 
now legally 
dissolved 

Divorced 

Surviving 
partner from 

civil 
partnership 

Widowed 

Boston 18.3% 28.0% 0.0% 1.9% 1.9% 9.3% 0.0% 5.9% 

East Lindsey 14.7% 23.7% 0.0% 1.9% 1.9% 9.1% 0.0% 7.6% 

Lincoln 16.1% 42.9% 0.0% 1.8% 1.8% 8.0% 0.0% 4.2% 

North Kesteven 17.0% 23.4% 0.0% 1.8% 1.8% 8.3% 0.0% 5.8% 

South Holland 17.0% 25.1% 0.0% 1.8% 1.8% 8.8% 0.0% 6.5% 

South Kesteven 17.7% 24.3% 0.0% 1.9% 1.9% 8.9% 0.0% 5.8% 

West Lindsey 16.9% 16.9% 16.9% 16.9% 16.9% 16.9% 16.9% 16.9% 

North East 
Lincolnshire 18.8% 29.4% 0.0% 2.1% 2.1% 9.1% 0.0% 5.8% 

North Lincolnshire 17.8% 26.7% 0.0% 1.8% 1.8% 8.7% 0.0% 6.0% 

Lincolnshire 16.7% 26.9% 0.0% 1.9% 1.9% 8.7% 0.0% 6.1% 

Greater 
Lincolnshire 17.2% 27.3% 0.0% 1.9% 1.9% 8.8% 0.0% 6.0% 

Source: Office for National Statistics – Census 2021 

 
Table 10:  

District 
In a registered 

civil partnership: 
Opposite sex 

In a registered 
civil partnership: 

Same sex 

Married: 
Opposite sex 

Married:  
Same sex 

Boston 0.1% 0.1% 36.1% 0.2% 

East Lindsey 0.1% 0.1% 42.6% 0.2% 

Lincoln 0.1% 0.1% 26.6% 0.2% 

North Kesteven 0.1% 0.1% 43.3% 0.2% 

South Holland 0.1% 0.1% 40.5% 0.2% 

South Kesteven 0.0% 0.1% 41.2% 0.2% 

West Lindsey 0.0% 0.1% 41.8% 0.2% 

North East Lincolnshire 0.1% 0.1% 34.5% 0.2% 

North Lincolnshire 0.1% 0.1% 38.5% 0.2% 

Lincolnshire 0.1% 0.1% 39.3% 0.2% 

Greater Lincolnshire 0.1% 0.1% 38.5% 0.2% 
Source: Office for National Statistics – Census 2021 
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Household size 

Table 11:  

 Persons in Household 

District 
1 

person 
2 

people 
3 

people 
4 

people 
5 

people 
6 

people 
7 

people 
8 or more 

people 

Boston 27.5% 36.7% 16.4% 12.8% 4.7% 1.3% 0.4% 0.2% 

East Lindsey 30.6% 42.8% 13.3% 8.8% 3.1% 0.9% 0.3% 0.2% 

Lincoln 33.3% 34.0% 15.3% 11.3% 3.9% 1.5% 0.5% 0.3% 

North Kesteven 27.4% 40.4% 15.5% 12.0% 3.5% 0.8% 0.2% 0.1% 

South Holland 27.2% 39.6% 15.9% 11.7% 4.0% 1.2% 0.3% 0.2% 

South Kesteven 29.0% 39.0% 15.2% 12.1% 3.5% 0.9% 0.2% 0.1% 

West Lindsey 29.9% 40.2% 14.4% 10.8% 3.3% 1.0% 0.3% 0.1% 

North East 
Lincolnshire 32.5% 35.7% 15.7% 11.0% 3.6% 1.0% 0.3% 0.1% 

North Lincolnshire 29.2% 37.8% 15.7% 11.6% 4.0% 1.2% 0.4% 0.2% 

Lincolnshire 29.4% 39.3% 15.0% 11.2% 3.6% 1.0% 0.3% 0.2% 

Greater 
Lincolnshire 29.8% 38.6% 15.2% 11.2% 3.7% 1.1% 0.3% 0.2% 

Source: Office for National Statistics – Census 2021 
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