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International Migration, England and Wales: Census 2021  
The content of this summary is taken exclusively from Office for National Statistics Census 2021 results available via this link 

Main Points - National Picture 

• In 2021, 10.0 million (16.8%) usual residents in England and Wales were born outside of the UK, an 
increase on 2.5 million from 2011. 

• The proportion of non-UK-born residents has increased across all regions of England. East 
Midlands has one of the largest increases at 3.8 percentage points. 

• Among the non-UK-born population of England and Wales, those from other EU Countries (Cyprus, 
Malta, and Croatia) were most likely to hold a British passport (71.2%) followed by Africa (63.0%) 
and the Middle East and Asia (59.1%); India, Pakistan and Bangladesh were the top three countries 
of birth with the highest number of UK passports holders. 

• People born in Romania and Bulgaria (EU2) along with EU8 countries have the highest employment 
rates; the most common industry for EU-born was wholesale and retail, and repair of motor vehicles 
(15.8%), while for non-EU-born it was human health and social work (19.5%). 

• In the year before Census 2021, the most common non-UK long-term migrant arrivals to England 
and Wales were from India, Romania, and China for both country of birth and passports held; most 
recent arrivals from India and China are much younger that the typical resident population, driven by 
a higher proportion of students. 

• Recent arrivals in the year before Census 2021 are more likely to be economically inactive students 
compared with those who have lived in the UK for longer; however, those born in EU2 and EU8 
have higher rates in employment and are more likely to have migrated for work than study. 

 

How international migration varies across Greater Lincolnshire 

• In Greater Lincolnshire 9.4% (103,107) of residents were born outside of the United Kingdom. 6.6% 
(72,305) in Europe and 2.8% (30,802) in the rest of the world as seen in Tables 1 and 2. 

• The largest proportion of non-UK-born are resident in Boston, 14.3% are from EU8 countries which 
include Czech Republic, Estonia, Hungary, Latvia, Lithuania, Poland, Slovakia and Slovenia, Map 1. 

• Map 2 looks at the population that were born in EU14 countries and include Austria, Belgium, 
Denmark, Finland, France, Germany, Greece, Republic of Ireland, Italy, Luxembourg, The 
Netherlands, Portugal, Spain, and Sweden. Lincoln has the highest proportion of residents that 
were born in these countries, 2.3% 

• Map 3 looks at the population that were born in EU2 countries and include Romania and Bulgaria. 
Boston has the highest proportion at 3.8%.  

• In terms of the rest of the world, Lincoln has the highest proportions of residents from Middle East 
and Asia, Africa and The Americas and the Caribbean, with 2.9%, 1.3% and 0.7% respectively. 
South Kesteven has the highest proportion from Antarctica and Oceania. 

• Table 3 and Map 4, shows the number and proportions of non-UK-born residents that have arrived 
in the UK in the last 5 years. Lincoln has the highest proportion, with almost one third (32.3%) of the 
non-UK-born residents, followed by North East Lincolnshire with 29.5%. The local authorities with 
the highest proportions tend to be university areas. 
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Proportion of residents born by country of birth 

Table 1: Europe 

Lower Tier Local 
Authority 

Europe: 
United 

Kingdom 

Europe: 
EU 

countries: 
European 

Union 
EU8 

Europe: 
EU 

countries: 
European 

Union 
EU14 

Europe: 
EU 

countries: 
European 

Union 
EU2 

Europe: 
Non-EU 

countries: 
All other 
non-EU 

countries 

Europe: 
EU 

countries: 
All other 

EU 
countries 

Boston 76.4% 14.3% 1.8% 3.8% 0.6% 0.1% 

East Lindsey 95.9% 0.8% 1.1% 0.2% 0.2% 0.1% 

Lincoln 84.9% 5.0% 2.3% 2.0% 0.5% 0.2% 

North Kesteven 93.9% 1.1% 1.9% 0.3% 0.3% 0.3% 

South Holland 85.4% 8.4% 1.7% 1.8% 0.3% 0.1% 

South Kesteven 91.1% 2.7% 1.9% 0.4% 0.3% 0.2% 

West Lindsey 95.1% 0.8% 1.4% 0.2% 0.2% 0.2% 

North East Lincolnshire 93.4% 1.9% 0.9% 1.1% 0.2% 0.1% 

North Lincolnshire 90.6% 3.5% 1.4% 1.1% 0.2% 0.1% 

Lincolnshire 90.0% 4.0% 1.7% 1.0% 0.3% 0.2% 

Greater Lincolnshire 90.6% 3.6% 1.5% 1.0% 0.3% 0.2% 
Source: Office for National Statistics – Census 2021 

 
Table 2: The rest of the world 

Lower Tier Local 
Authority 

Middle East 
and Asia 

Africa 

The 
Americas 
and the 

Caribbean 

Antarctica 
and Oceania 

(including 
Australasia) 
and Other 

British 
Overseas 

Boston 1.8% 0.8% 0.4% 0.1% 0.0% 

East Lindsey 0.8% 0.4% 0.3% 0.1% 0.0% 

Lincoln 2.9% 1.3% 0.7% 0.1% 0.0% 

North Kesteven 1.0% 0.7% 0.5% 0.2% 0.0% 

South Holland 1.0% 0.7% 0.5% 0.1% 0.0% 

South Kesteven 1.6% 1.0% 0.6% 0.2% 0.0% 

West Lindsey 1.1% 0.6% 0.4% 0.1% 0.0% 

North East Lincolnshire 1.4% 0.6% 0.2% 0.1% 0.0% 

North Lincolnshire 2.2% 0.6% 0.3% 0.1% 0.0% 

Lincolnshire 1.4% 0.8% 0.5% 0.1% 0.0% 

Greater Lincolnshire 1.6% 0.7% 0.4% 0.1% 0.0% 
Source: Office for National Statistics – Census 2021 
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Map 1: EU8 
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Map 2: EU14 

 

  

mailto:PH_Intelligence@lincolnshire.gov.uk


Produced by: Public Health Intelligence Team, February 2023, please contact us at: 

PH_Intelligence@lincolnshire.gov.uk 

 

Map 3: EU2
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Proportion of non-UK-born population who arrived in the past five years. 

Table 3: 

Lower Tier Local 
Authority 

All non-UK-born 
residents 

Non-UK-born 
residents arriving in 

last 5 years 

Percentage of non-
UK-born residents 
arriving in last 5 

years 

Boston                           16,665                      4,575  27.5% 

East Lindsey                             5,870                         925  15.8% 

Lincoln                           15,660                      5,060  32.3% 

North Kesteven                             7,240                      1,035  14.3% 

South Holland                           13,905                      3,030  21.8% 

South Kesteven                           12,790                      2,035  15.9% 

West Lindsey                             4,685                         690  14.7% 

North East Lincolnshire                           10,305                      3,040  29.5% 

North Lincolnshire                           15,960                      4,170  25.1% 

Lincolnshire                           76,815                    17,350  22.6% 

Greater Lincolnshire                         103,080                    24,560  29.2% 
Source: Office for National Statistics – Census 2021 
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Map 4:

 

Migration in the year prior to Census 2021 

Because of the Covid-19 pandemic, UK travel restrictions were enforced from March 2020 onwards and 

restrictions were also put in place in other countries across the world. As a result, migration to and from the 

UK in the year before the census was highly restricted. 
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