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Characteristics of UK armed forces veterans, England, and Wales: Census 2021 
 
The following document is supplementary data to the previous report following the latest release of 
Census 2021 data. 
 
 
Main points: 

• Of the total (just over 1.85 million) UK armed forces veteran population in England and Wales, 
13.6% (235,430) were women (13.8% in Wales and 13.5% in England) and 86.4% (1,601,705) were 
men (86.2% in Wales and 86.5% in England). 

 

• Almost one-third (31.8% or 589,640) of veterans were aged 80 years and over, reflecting National 
Service policy (1939 to 1960) inclusive of War Service (to 1948). 

 

• Most UK armed forces veterans living in England and Wales were born in the UK (94.2% or 
1,744,985), 2.1% were born in other Commonwealth nations (39,420) and the proportions born in 
Nepal and Ireland were similar (0.6% and 0.5% or 10,240 and 9,480, respectively). 

 

• Those who had previously served in the UK armed forces were more likely to identify their ethnicity 
within the high-level “White” category (96.4% or 1,785,640) than non-veterans (83.1% or 
38,827,845); differences remained even after accounting for the older age distribution of veterans. 

 

Gender  
 

Females Males  
Number 
previously served 
in UK armed 
forces 

% Previously 
served in UK 
armed forces* 

Number 
previously served 
in UK armed 
forces 

% Previously 
served in UK 
armed forces* 

Boston 355 1.2 2,420 8.6 

East Lindsey 1,215 1.9 7,295 12.4 

Lincoln 740 1.7 3,900 9.1 

North Kesteven 1,860 3.7 8,150 17.1 

South Holland 600 1.5 3,835 10.0 

South Kesteven 1,400 2.3 7,295 12.9 

West Lindsey 890 2.2 4,855 12.6 

Lincolnshire 7,060 2.1 37,750 12.1 

North East Lincolnshire 865 1.3 6,170 10.0 

North Lincolnshire 1,040 1.5 6,610 9.7 

Greater Lincolnshire  8,965 1.9 50,530 11.5 

 

In Lincolnshire, there is a higher percentage of males who have previously served in the UK armed forces 

(12.1%) compared to females (2.1%). This trend is reflected across Greater Lincolnshire, as 11.5% of 

veterans are male and 1.9% are female. North Kesteven has the highest percentage of both males and 

females who have previously served in the UK Armed forces at 3.7% and 17.9%, respectively. In contrast, 

Boston has the lowest percentage of both male and female veterans.  

*Percentages have been calculated using total number of males and females (Number of people who have 

previously served and number of people who have never served in the UK armed forces) in each lower tier 

local authority.  

 

 



 

Age group  

Lower tier local authority 16-29  % 30-49  % 50-69  % 70-89  % 90+  % Total  

Boston 70 3% 380 14% 1,040 37% 1,125 41% 160 6% 2,775 

East Lindsey 185 2% 950 11% 3,105 37% 3,805 45% 460 5% 8,505 

Lincoln 235 5% 865 19% 1,790 39% 1,580 34% 165 4% 4,635 

North Kesteven 220 2% 1,770 18% 4,425 44% 3,310 33% 280 3% 10,005 

South Holland 90 2% 590 13% 1,575 35% 1,940 44% 245 6% 4,440 

South Kesteven 215 2% 1,265 15% 3,670 42% 3,135 36% 405 5% 8,690 

West Lindsey 130 2% 915 16% 2,290 40% 2,205 38% 210 4% 5,750 

Lincolnshire 1,145 3% 6,735 15% 17,895 40% 17,100 38% 1,925 4% 44,800 

North East Lincolnshire 245 3% 1,270 18% 2,440 35% 2,720 39% 360 5% 7,035 

North Lincolnshire 220 3% 1,330 17% 2,915 38% 2,850 37% 340 4% 7,655 

Greater Lincolnshire 1,610 3% 9,335 16% 23,250 39% 22,670 38% 2,625 4% 59,490 

 

Across Lincolnshire, the highest proportion of people who have previously served in the UK armed forces 

are in the 50-69 age bracket (40%). This is followed by 70-89 year olds (38%) and 30-49 year olds (15%). 

These three age bands with the highest percentage of veterans is consistent within Greater Lincolnshire.  

In Lincoln 5% of people who have previously served in the UK armed forces are in the youngest age 

bracket, 16-29, and 19% are aged 30-49. This is higher than all other districts in Greater Lincolnshire, 

which may be reflective of the age structure in Lincoln compared to other districts. North Kesteven has the 

highest percentage of veterans in the 50-69 age bracket (44%), and also has the lowest proportion of 

veterans in the 70-89 age bracket (33%) when compared to other districts across Lincolnshire. Both Boston 

and South Holland have the highest proportion of veterans aged 90+ (6%).  

  



Marital Status  
 

Never married and 
never registered a 
civil partnership 

Married or in a 
registered civil 
partnership 

Separated, but 
still legally 
married or still 
legally in a civil 
partnership 

Divorced or civil 
partnership 
dissolved 

Widowed or 
surviving civil 
partnership 
partner 

  

  
Previously 
served in 
UK armed 
forces 

% 

Previously 
served in 
UK armed 
forces 

% 

Previously 
served in 
UK armed 
forces 

% 

Previously 
served in 
UK armed 
forces 

% 

Previously 
served in 
UK armed 
forces 

% 

Total 
number 
previously 
served 

Boston 300 11% 1,660 60% 70 3% 385 14% 360 13% 2,775 

East Lindsey 755 9% 5,390 63% 155 2% 1,065 13% 1,150 14% 8,515 

Lincoln 800 17% 2,495 54% 145 3% 680 15% 520 11% 4,640 

North 
Kesteven 

785 8% 6,965 70% 200 2% 1,125 11% 930 9% 10,005 

South Holland 425 10% 2,785 63% 85 2% 530 12% 605 14% 4,430 

South 
Kesteven 

770 9% 5,725 66% 210 2% 1,045 12% 940 11% 8,690 

West Lindsey 550 10% 3,655 64% 160 3% 720 13% 665 12% 5,750 

Lincolnshire 4,385 10% 28,675 64% 1,025 2% 5,550 12% 5,170 12% 44,805 

North East 
Lincolnshire 

970 14% 3,995 57% 210 3% 965 14% 895 13% 7,035 

North 
Lincolnshire 

905 12% 4,585 60% 195 3% 1,045 14% 925 12% 7,655 

Greater 
Lincolnshire 

6,260 11% 37,255 63% 1,430 2% 7,560 13% 6,990 12% 59,495 

 

In Lincolnshire, 64% of those who previously served in the UK armed forces are married or in a registered 

civil partnership. This is followed by Widowed or surviving civil partnership partner (12%), divorced or civil 

partnership dissolved (12%) and never married and never registered a civil partnership (10%). Just 2% of 

Veterans in Lincolnshire are separated but still legally married or still legally in a civil partnership. 

Across all districts in Lincolnshire, the majority of veterans are married or in a registered civil partnership. 

North Kesteven has the highest percentage of veterans in this group (70%). North Kesteven also has the 

lowest percentage of veterans who are widowed or surviving civil partnership partner (9%) and the lowest 

percentage of veterans who have never married and never registered a civil partnership (8%).  

In Lincoln, 17% of veterans have never been married and never registered a civil partnership. This is higher 

than all other districts in Lincolnshire. Lincoln also has the lowest proportion of veterans who have been 

married or in a registered civil partnership.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Religion  
 

No religion Christian All other religions Did not answer 
 

 
Previousl
y served 
in UK 
armed 
forces 

%  Previousl
y served 
in UK 
armed 
forces 

% Previousl
y served 
in UK 
armed 
forces 

% Previousl
y served 
in UK 
armed 
forces 

% Total of 
people 
previously 
served in UK 
armed forces 

Boston 695 25% 1,905 69% 30 1% 150 5% 2,780 

East Lindsey 2,220 26% 5,740 67% 90 1% 460 5% 8,510 

Lincoln 1,460 31% 2,870 62% 65 1% 250 5% 4,645 

North 
Kesteven 

2,825 28% 6,620 66% 75 1% 490 5% 10,010 

South 
Holland 

1,065 24% 3,075 69% 35 1% 260 6% 4,435 

South 
Kesteven 

2,275 26% 5,910 68% 55 1% 450 5% 8,690 

West Lindsey 1,535 27% 3,875 67% 60 1% 275 5% 5,745 

Lincolnshire 12,075 27% 29,995 67% 410 1% 2,335 5% 44,815 

North East 
Lincolnshire 

2,230 32% 4,375 62% 80 1% 345 5% 7,030 

North 
Lincolnshire 

2,175 28% 4,995 65% 70 1% 410 5% 7,650 

Greater 
Lincolnshire 

16,480 28% 39,365 66% 560 1% 3,090 5% 59,495 

 

In the 2021 Census, 94.7% of veterans answered the voluntary question regarding religion In Lincolnshire, 

67% of those who had previously served in the UK armed forces described themselves as Christian, and 

66% in Greater Lincolnshire. 27% of veterans in Lincolnshire described themselves as having No religion, 

followed by 5% of Veterans who did not answer the question. The smallest proportion of veterans in 

Lincolnshire stated they follow a religion other than Christianity (1%).  

In Lincoln, 62% of Veterans are Christian, a smaller proportion than all other Lincolnshire districts. This can 

be compared to Boston and South Holland where 69% of veterans are Christian. A higher proportion of 

veterans in Lincoln described themselves as having no religion, (31%). In Greater Lincolnshire, 32% of 

people who have previously served in the UK armed forces stated in the census they follow no religion.  



Reported level of health  

Self-reported 
general 
health 

Very Good Good Fair Bad Very Bad 
 

Lower tier 
local 
authority 

Previously 
served in 
UK armed 

forces 

% Previously 
served in 
UK armed 

forces 

% Previously 
served in 
UK armed 

forces 

% Previously 
served in 
UK armed 

forces 

% Previously 
served in 
UK armed 

forces 

% Previously 
served in 

the UK 
armed 
forces 
total 

Boston 605 22% 1,075 39% 765 28% 245 9% 85 3% 2,775 

East Lindsey 1,985 23% 3,195 38% 2,245 26% 815 10% 275 3% 8,515 

Lincoln 1,290 28% 1,850 40% 1,040 22% 330 7% 135 3% 4,645 

North 
Kesteven 

3,280 33% 4,020 40% 1,995 20% 525 5% 195 2% 10,015 

South Holland 1,010 23% 1,765 40% 1,155 26% 400 9% 110 2% 4,440 

South 
Kesteven 

2,620 30% 3,420 39% 1,890 22% 605 7% 160 2% 8,695 

West Lindsey 1,675 29% 2,250 39% 1,270 22% 435 8% 120 2% 5,750 

Lincolnshire 12,465 28% 17,575 39% 10,360 23% 3,355 7% 1,080 2% 44,835 

North East 
Lincolnshire 

1,740 25% 2,650 38% 1,790 25% 640 9% 210 3% 7,030 

North 
Lincolnshire 

1,970 26% 2,925 38% 1,865 24% 680 9% 210 3% 7,650 

Greater 
Lincolnshire  

16,175 27% 23,150 39% 14,015 24% 4,675 8% 1,500 3% 59,515 

 

In Lincolnshire, the largest proportion (39%) of people who have previously served in the UK armed forces 

rated their general health good. This is followed by very good (28%) and fair (23%). Bad and Very Bad 

categories had the lowest percentage of veterans at 7% and 2%, respectively.  

The health of veterans across Lincolnshire was shown to be worst in East Lindsey, with 10% of veterans 

reporting their health to Bad. East Lindsey also has the lowest proportion of veterans with self-reported 

Good Health (38%). Across Greater Lincolnshire, the trends remain consistent with the largest proportion of 

Veterans rating their health as Good (39%), followed by Very Good (27%) and Fair (24%).  

 


