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Disability, Census 2021 Update 
 

Main Points 

• Age-standardised proportions (ASPs) are used throughout this bulletin, with the exception of the data on the 
number of disabled people within a household; ASPs allow for comparison between populations over time 
and across geographies, as they account for differences in the population size and age structure. 
 

• In England, in 2021, a smaller proportion but larger number of people were disabled (17.7%, 9.8 million), 
compared with 2011 (19.3%, 9.4 million). 
 

• The English region with the highest proportion of disabled people was the North East (21.2%, 567,000) as it 
had been in 2011 (22.8%, 562,000). In 2021, the North East was followed by the North West (19.8%, 1.4 
million) and Yorkshire and The Humber (18.9%, 1.0 million). Meanwhile, London (15.7%, 1.2 million) and the 
South East (16.1%, 1.5 million) had the lowest proportions of disabled people. 
 

• Out of all local authorities across England, Blackpool (24.7%) and Liverpool (23.8 had the highest proportions 
of disabled people and are above the national average (17.7%). The local authorities with the lowest 
proportions of disabled people were the City of London (11.8%) and Elmbridge (12.2%). 
 

• Despite the South East having a relatively low proportion of disabled people, the four local authorities with 
the largest increases in proportion of disabled people, compared with 2011, were all in the South East. 
Namely, Gosport (20.0%), Eastbourne (20.3%), Lewes (18.8%) and the Isle of Wight (21.3%). These ranged 
from an increase of 1.1 to 1.4 percentage points. 

 

• In England, the census data on disability within households show that in 68.0% (15.9 million) of households, 
no people are disabled, 25.4% (6.0 million) of households include one disabled member and in the remaining 
6.6% (1.6 million) of households, two or more people are disabled within the household. Households with 
two or more disabled people ranged from 5.1% (175,000) in London to 7.8% (92,000) in the North East. The 
English local authorities with the highest proportion of two or more disabled people within a household 
were East Lindsey (10.3%), Bolsover (9.6%), and Knowsley (9.5%). 

 

How disability varies across Greater Lincolnshire 

In Greater Lincolnshire (Tables 1 & 2): 

• 79.9% (875,105) of people were not disabled under the Equality Act 2010. 

• 11.6% (126,720) were disabled under the Equality Act 2010 and their day to day activity was limited a little 

• 8.5% (93,186) that were disabled under the Equality Act 2010 and their day to day activities were limited a 

lot 

Lincolnshire had an aged-standardised proportion of 11.3% (90,305) people that were disabled under the Equality Act 

2010 where their day to day activity was limited a little (Map 2), and 7.8% (64,268) where their day to day activity was 

limited a lot (Map 3), whilst 80.9% (613,793) of people were not disabled under the Equality Act 2010 (Map1). The 

area with the highest proportion of disabled people under the Equality Act 2010 where their day to day activity was 

limited a lot was East Lindsey (9.9%, 16,149), whilst the lowest area proportion could be found in South Kesteven 

(6.6%, 10,018). For those that were disabled where their day to day activity was limited a little, Lincoln (12.8%, 12,916) 

had the highest proportion and Boston (10%, 7,139). The area with the highest proportion of people who are not 

disabled under the Equality Act 2010 was South Kesteven (83%, 117,777).  
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North East Lincolnshire had an aged-standardised proportion of 11.1% (17,583) people that were disabled under the 

Equality Act 2010 where their day to day activity was limited a little (Map 2), and 9% (14,407) where their day to day 

activity was limited a lot (Map 3), whilst 79.9% (124,975) of people were not disabled under the Equality Act 2010 

(Map1). 

North Lincolnshire had an aged-standardised proportion of 10.8% (18,832) people that were disabled under the 

Equality Act 2010 where their day to day activity was limited a little (Map 2), and 8.2% (14,511) where their day to day 

activity was limited a lot (Map 3), whilst 81% (136,337) of people were not disabled under the Equality Act (Map1). 

Table 1: How disability (age-standardised) varied across local Greater Lincolnshire, 2021 
Source: Office for National Statistics – Census 2021 

 

*% of total number of people in Greater Lincolnshire who disabled or not disabled 

Table 2: How disability (total numbers) varied across local Greater Lincolnshire, 2021 
Source: Office for National Statistics – Census 2021 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Area name Disabled under the Equality 

Act: Day-to-day activities 

limited a lot

Disabled under the Equality 

Act: Day-to-day activities 

limited a little

Not disabled under the 

Equality Act

Boston 7.6 10.0 82.4

East Lindsey 9.9 12.3 77.8

Lincoln 9.2 12.8 78.1

North Kesteven 6.9 10.8 82.3

South Holland 7.2 10.4 82.4

South Kesteven 6.6 10.5 83.0

West Lindsey 7.8 11.6 80.7

North East Lincolnshire 9.0 11.1 79.9

North Lincolnshire 8.2 10.8 81.0

Lincolnshire 7.8 11.3 80.9

Greater Lincolnshire (%)* 8.5 11.6 79.9

Area Name Disabled under the 

Equality Act: Day-to-day 

activities limited a lot

Disabled under the 

Equality Act: Day-to-day 

activities limited a little

Not disabled under the 

Equality Act

Not disabled under the 

Equality Act: Has long 

term physical or mental 

health condition but day-

Not disabled under the 

Equality Act: No long 

term physical or mental 

health conditionsBoston 5,437 7,139 57,928 4112 53816

East Lindsey 16,149 19,363 106,784 10184 96600

Lincoln 8,407 12,916 82,490 7896 74594

North Kesteven 8,760 13,344 95,970 9657 86313

South Holland 7,533 10,368 77,221 6432 70789

South Kesteven 10,018 15,609 117,777 11802 105975

West Lindsey 7,964 11,566 75,623 7758 67865

North East Lincolnshire 14,407 17,583 124,975 10248 114727

North Lincolnshire 14,511 18,832 136,337 11490 124847

Lincolnshire 64,268 90,305 613,793 57841 555952

Greater Lincolnshire 93,186 126,720 875,105 79579 795526
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Map 1: People who are not disabled under the Equality Act (age-standardised) across local Greater Lincolnshire, 
2021 
Source: Office for National Statistics – Census 2021 

 

 
Map 2: People who are disabled under the Equality Act (age-standardised) whom day-to-day activities are limited a 
little across local Greater Lincolnshire, 2021 
Source: Office for National Statistics – Census 2021 
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Map 3: People who are disabled under the Equality Act (age-standardised) whom day-to-day activities are limited a 
lot across local Greater Lincolnshire, 2021 
Source: Office for National Statistics – Census 2021 

 

Overall, Lincolnshire has the highest proportion of people who are disabled under the Equality Act 2010 where their 

day to day activities are limited a little and North East Lincolnshire has the highest proportion of people who are 

disabled under the Equality Act 2010 where their day to day activities are limited a lot, whilst North Lincolnshire has 

the highest proportion of people who are not disabled under the Equality Act 2010 in Greater Lincolnshire.  

The number of households where at least one person was identified as disabled 

in Greater Lincolnshire 

In Greater Lincolnshire (Table 3), the census data on disability within households shows that in 65.2% (310,529) of 

households no people are disabled, 27% (128,789) of households include one disabled member, and the remaining 

7.8% (37,234) of households two or more people are disabled within the household.  

Lincolnshire disability within households show that in 65.2% (217,610) of households, no people are disabled, 26.8% 

(89,460) of households include one disabled member, and in the remaining 7.9% (26,483) of households two or 

more people are disabled within the household. The local district with the highest proportion of one, two or more 

disabled people within a household was East Lindsey (Table 3), whilst the lowest is South Kesteven. 

North East Lincolnshire disability within households show that in 64.5% (45,046) of households, no people are 

disabled, 28.1% (19,631) of households include one disabled member, and in the remaining 7.4% (5,149) of 

households, two or more people are disabled.  

North Lincolnshire disability within households shows that in 65.4% (47,873) of households no people are disabled, 

26.9% (19,698) of households include one disabled member, and in the remaining 7.7% (5,602) of households, two 

or more people are disabled. 
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Overall, North Lincolnshire has the highest percentage of households with no disabled people (Map4), whilst North 

East Lincolnshire has the highest percentage of households with one person in the household being disabled, 

followed by Lincolnshire which has the highest percentage of two or more people being disabled in a household. 

Although the areas are not significantly different within each category. 

Table 3: How disability within households varied across local Greater Lincolnshire, 2021 
Source: Office for National Statistics – Census 2021 

 
Map 4: No people disabled in household (%) across local Greater Lincolnshire, 2021 
Source: Office for National Statistics – Census 2021 

 
 

 

Area name No people 

disabled under 

the Equality Act 

in household 

(%)

1 person disabled 

under the 

Equality Act in 

household 

(%)

2 or more people 

disabled under 

the Equality Act 

in household 

(%)

No people 

disabled under 

the Equality Act 

in household 

1 person disabled 

under the 

Equality Act in 

household 

2 or more people 

disabled under 

the Equality Act 

in household 

Boston 67.5 25.2 7.3 19,843 7,413 2,148

East Lindsey 59.5 30.2 10.3 38,510 19,553 6,691

Lincoln 64.1 28.1 7.8 27,252 11,937 3,317

North Kesteven 67.1 25.5 7.4 34,237 12,989 3,763

South Holland 66.8 25.5 7.7 27,199 10,368 3,136

South Kesteven 68.4 25.0 6.6 42,986 15,718 4,146

West Lindsey 65.1 27.1 7.8 27,583 11,482 3,282

North East Lincolnshire 64.5 28.1 7.4 45,046 19,631 5,149

North Lincolnshire 65.4 26.9 7.7 47,873 19,698 5,602

Lincolnshire 65.2 26.8 7.9 217,610 89,460 26,483

Greater Lincolnshire 65.2 27.0 7.8 310,529 128,789 37,234
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