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Household size, 2021 Census update 
There were 476,551 households in Greater Lincolnshire (an increase of 6.5% since Census 2011) recorded 
on 21 March 2021, with 333,550 within Lincolnshire (an increase of 8.6% since Census 2011); 29.8% of 
these were households where only one person lived, with the highest recorded single occupancy 
households in Greater Lincolnshire being seen in Lincoln with 33.3%. 5 or more people in a household was 
the smallest proportion of the Lincolnshire (5.1%) and Greater Lincolnshire (5.2%) population. The smallest 
proportion seen within Greater Lincolnshire was in East Lindsey was 5 or more people in a household at 
4.5%.  

 

In the following table you can see that household size has not changed much since the 2011 Census. 
There has been a slight increase in the number of people living in a 1-person household with a 1% increase 
in Lincolnshire and 1.1% increase in Greater Lincolnshire. West Lindsey saw the biggest increase with 
2.6%. The biggest decrease was seen in 4 people in a household with Lincolnshire decreasing by 0.6% 
and Greater Lincolnshire by 0.7%. Within Greater Lincolnshire the biggest decrease was 0.8% in 5 different 
districts.  
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Boston 27.5 -0.6 36.7 -1.0 16.4 0.6 12.8 0.6 6.6 0.5

East Lindsey 30.6 0.7 42.8 0.4 13.3 -0.2 8.8 -0.8 4.5 -0.2

Lincoln 33.3 -1.1 34.0 -0.3 15.3 0.0 11.3 0.5 6.2 1.0

North Kesteven 27.4 1.2 40.4 -0.5 15.5 0.1 12.0 -0.8 4.6 -0.1

South Holland 27.2 1.9 39.6 -1.6 15.9 0.6 11.7 -0.8 5.7 0.1

South Kesteven 29.0 1.8 39.0 -0.1 15.2 -0.5 12.1 -0.8 4.7 -0.3

West Lindsey 29.9 2.6 40.2 -0.1 14.4 -1.1 10.8 -1.0 4.7 -0.4

Lincolnshire 29.4 1.0 39.3 -0.4 15.0 -0.1 11.2 -0.6 5.1 0.0

North East Lincolnshire 32.5 1.2 35.7 -0.4 15.7 0.4 11.0 -0.8 5.1 -0.4

North Lincolnshire 29.2 1.7 37.8 0.3 15.7 -0.7 11.6 -1.1 5.8 -0.2

Greater Lincolnshire 29.8 1.1 38.6 -0.2 15.2 -0.1 11.2 -0.7 5.2 -0.1
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Household composition, 2021 
In terms of how households are composed in Greater Lincolnshire and Lincolnshire, it was most common to 

see ‘couple family households (no children)’ at 19.5% in Greater Lincolnshire and 20.0% in Lincolnshire. 

The least common household composition was ‘lone parent household: all children nondependent’ with 

3.4% in Greater Lincolnshire and 3.2% in Lincolnshire.  There was of course variation within Lincolnshire 

with ‘One person household: aged 66 years and over’ being much more common in East Lindsey (19.9%) 

than Lincoln (11.5%). Similarly, ‘Couple family household: Dependent children’ was most common in North 

Kesteven (19.5%) but least common in East Lindsey (13.8%). 

 

As with household size, household composition has not changed much since the 2011 Census. There has 

been a slight decrease in the number of people living in ‘couple family households’, both with ‘dependent 

children’ (1.6% decrease) and ‘no children’ (1.5% decrease) in Greater Lincolnshire. Lincolnshire saw the 

same categories increase but with 1.5% decrease in families with dependent children and 1.9% decrease 

in ‘couple family household; no children’. The biggest increase seen within both Lincolnshire and Greater 

Lincolnshire was seen in ‘other household’, which increased by 1.2% in Greater Lincolnshire and 1.4% in 

Lincolnshire. ‘One person household; aged 66 years and over’ also saw an increase of 1% in Greater 

Lincolnshire and 0.8% in Lincolnshire. 

 

 

Source: Household and resident characteristics, England and Wales - Office for National Statistics 

(ons.gov.uk) 
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Boston 13.7 -0.2 13.8 -0.4 18.3 -1.8 17.8 0.0 6.1 0.3 7.4 1.1 3.5 0.8 19.5 0.3

East Lindsey 16.9 1.2 13.6 -0.6 20.7 -1.6 13.8 -2.0 5.7 0.4 5.2 0.0 3.3 0.7 20.8 1.9

Lincoln 11.5 -0.5 21.7 -0.7 17.9 -1.0 15.4 -0.7 4.7 0.1 7.6 0.1 3.8 0.6 17.4 2.1

North Kesteven 14.2 0.9 13.2 0.3 21.2 -1.7 19.5 -1.5 6.3 0.5 5.4 0.2 2.8 0.3 17.3 0.9

South Holland 14.5 0.4 12.6 1.4 20.2 -2.2 17.4 -1.2 6.3 0.2 5.5 0.4 3.2 0.5 20.2 0.4

South Kesteven 14.1 1.3 14.9 0.5 19.8 -2.4 18.7 -1.9 6.1 0.2 6.2 -0.1 3.2 0.6 17.0 1.8

West Lindsey 14.8 1.5 15.2 1.2 20.5 -2.2 17.1 -2.5 6.0 -0.3 5.9 0.2 3.1 0.4 17.4 1.7

Lincolnshire 14.4 0.8 14.9 0.2 20.0 -1.9 17.0 -1.5 5.9 0.2 6.1 0.2 3.2 0.5 18.5 1.4

North East Lincolnshire 14.4 1.2 18.2 0.1 17.5 -0.6 16.4 -1.4 6.2 -0.1 8.6 -0.1 3.8 0.4 14.9 0.5

North Lincolnshire 14.1 1.4 15.1 0.3 19.4 -1.3 17.8 -2.0 6.6 -0.1 6.5 0.0 3.7 0.7 16.7 0.9

Greater Lincolnshire 14.4 1.0 15.4 0.2 19.5 -1.5 17.0 -1.6 6.0 0.1 6.5 0.1 3.4 0.5 17.7 1.2
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