Population change between the 2011 and 2021 Census’

There were 59,597,300 people living in England and Wales on 21 March 2021; this is over 3.5 million more
(6.3%) than in 2011 and is the largest census population ever recorded. East Midlands was one of regions
experiencing the largest growth (7.7%). Greater Lincolnshire’s population has grown by almost 55,000
people in ten years. Lincoln City grew the most (11.1%) increasing by over 10,000 since the 2011 Census.
North East Lincolnshire was the only area with a decreased population, dropping over 2,000 (-1.7%).

Population Census 2011 Census 20211 Difference Change (%)

Boston 64,637 70,500 5,863

East Lindsey 136,401 142,300 5,899 4.3%
Lincoln 93,541 103,900 _
North Kesteven 107,766 118,000

South Holland 88,270 95,100 6,830 7.7%
South Kesteven 133,788 143,400 | 9612 7.2%
West Lindsey 89,250 95,200 5,950 6.7%
Lincolnshire 713,653 768,400 54,747 7.7%
North East Lincolnshire 159,616 156,900 -2,716 -1.7%
North Lincolnshire 167,446 169,700 2,254 1.3%
Greater Lincolnshire 1,040,715 1,095,000 54,285 5.2%

Age structure in 2021 and change in age structure from 2011 to 2021 (%)

The England and Wales population is ageing, with 18.6% of people aged 65 and over, up from 16.4% a
decade earlier.

Age structure 2021 Change in age structure %

Under 15to Under 65 years
15 64 65 years + 15 15 to 64 "
Boston 17.2% 62.4% 20.4% 0.8% -1.5% 0.7%

East Lindsey 13.6% 55.9% -0.6% -3.9%
Lincoln 15.2% 14.5% -0.1% -0.1% 0.2%
North Kesteven 15.9% 60.7% 23.4% -0.5% -2.0% 2.5%
South Holland 15.8% 60.4% 23.7% 0.2% -1.7% 1.5%
South Kesteven _ 60.3% 23.2% -0.6% -3.5%
West Lindsey 15.8% 59.1% 25.1% -0.3% -4.0%
Lincolnshire 15.6% 61.0% 23.4% -0.2% -2.5% 2.7%
North East Lincolnshire 61.5% 20.9% -0.1% -3.1%
North Lincolnshire 61.5% 21.9% -0.9% -3.1%
Greater Lincolnshire 16.0% 61.1% 22.8% -0.3% -2.7%

In Greater Lincolnshire 16.0% of the population (175,000) were aged under 15 years. There are more
people in this age group compared with 2011. However, as a proportion of the overall population, the size
of the group has decreased (170,000, 16.4% in 2011).

61.1% of the Greater Lincolnshire population in 2021 (669,000) were aged 15 to 64 years. There are more
people in this age group compared with 2011 (when 664,000 were aged 15 to 64 years), but as a
proportion of the overall population there has been a decrease in the size of this group (63.8% in 2011).
The ageing population trend has continued, with more people than ever before in the older age groups.
22.8%, (249,000) of the population in 2021 were aged 65 years and over, up from 19.8% (206,000) in
2011. The size of the population aged 90 years and over (11,100 or 1.0% of the population) has increased
since 2011, when 8,800 or 0.8% were aged 90 and over.

! Figures are individually rounded to the nearest hundred. Figures may not add exactly due to this rounding.
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When considering the relative change to the population of Greater Lincolnshire since 2011, there are stark
differences between areas. Whereas the children and young people population (under 15s) have increased
by 14.2% in Boston and 10% in Lincoln, North East Lincolnshire and North Lincolnshire have both
decreased (-2.2% and -3.8% respectively).

Similarly, the working age population (15 to 64) in North East Lincolnshire and North Lincolnshire has also
decreased (-6.3% and -3.7% respectively) compared to Lincoln which has increased by 10.7%. Working
age populations in East Lindsey (-2.6%) and West Lindsey (-0.1%) have also decreased.

The older people (65+) population has increased in all areas of Greater Lincolnshire, 21.2% overall, but
most considerably in South Kesteven (29.9%) and West Lindsey (28.3%).

% Change by age Under 15to
15

Boston 14.2% 6.5% 13.0%
East Lindsey 0.2% -2.6% 22.2%
Lincoln 10.0% 10.7% 12.6%
North Kesteven 5.9% 5.9% 22.7%
South Holland 9.0% 4.5% 14.4%
South Kesteven 3.6% 1.3% _
West Lindsey 5.0% -0.1% 28.3%
Lincolnshire 6.0% 3.4% 21.7%
North East Lincolnshire -2.2% -6.3% 16.0%
North Lincolnshire -3.8% -3.7% 23.8%
Greater Lincolnshire 3.0% 0.7% 21.2%

Source: Population and household estimates, England and Wales - Office for National Statistics (ons.gov.uk)
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