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Education, Census 2021 Update 
 

Main Points 

• Nationally, there were 11.5 million schoolchildren and full-time students (20.4%) in 2021 across England 
and Wales, out of a total 56.4 million usual residents aged five years and over. Whilst the overall number 
of schoolchildren and full-time students aged five years and over has increased since 2011(10.8 million), 
as a proportion of all usual residents aged five years and over, the percentage in 2021 (20.4%) is very 
similar to 2011 (20.5%). 
 

• Across England and Wales, apprenticeships were the highest qualification for 5.3% of people (2.6 million). 
 

• Furthermore, more than 3 in 10 usual residents aged 16 years and over had Level 4 or above 
qualifications (for example, Higher National Certificate, Higher National Diploma, Bachelor's degree and 
post-graduate qualifications); this was 33.8%, or 16.4 million people. The region with the highest 
percentage of the population with Level 4 or above qualifications was London with 46.7% (3.3 million). 

 

• In 2021, almost one in five (18.2%, 8.8 million) reported having no qualifications nationally, which was 
the second most common category. 

 

How highest level of qualification varied across Greater Lincolnshire 

In Greater Lincolnshire, the area with the highest proportion of people with Level 4 or above qualifications 

was South Kesteven (30.1%, 35,554), followed by North Kesteven (29.9%, 29,278).  

Greater Lincolnshire had (24.8%, 224,826), and Lincolnshire (25.6%, 163,928) has the highest proportion of 

people with a Level 4 or above qualification, followed by North Lincolnshire (23.9%, 33,361). 

The local authority in Greater Lincolnshire with the highest proportion of people reporting no qualifications is 

North East Lincolnshire (24.2%, 30,907), whilst Lincolnshire had the lowest proportion of people with no 

qualifications (20.5%, 131,263). The district areas with the highest proportion of people with no qualification 

were Boston (27.6%, 15,921) and East Lindsey (25.2%,30,632). Comparatively, the area with the lowest 

proportion of people reporting no qualifications was North Kesteven (16.2%, 15,887).  

 

Area Name  No 

qualifications 

(%)

 Level 1 and 

entry level 

qualifications 

(%)

 Level 2 

qualifications 

(%)

 Apprenticeship 

(%)

 Level 3 

qualifications 

(%)

 Level 4 

qualifications 

and above (%)

 Other (%)

Boston 27.6 12.7 14.4 7.4 14.2 19 4.7

East Lindsey 25.2 11.5 15.2 7 16.5 21.5 3.1

Lincoln 17.4 9.7 12.8 5.6 25.6 26.4 2.6

North Kesteven 16.2 9.9 14.9 6.5 20.1 29.9 2.6

South Holland 24.6 12.5 15.7 7.1 16 20.1 4

South Kesteven 16.9 10.5 15.2 6.5 18 30.1 2.7

West Lindsey 18.1 10.4 14.7 6.8 18.1 29.3 2.7

Lincolnshire 20.5 10.9 14.7 6.7 18.5 25.6 3.1

North East Lincolnshire 24.2 12.2 16.1 6.5 16.4 21.6 3

North Lincolnshire 21.8 11.7 15.1 7.1 17.2 23.9 3.1

Greater Lincolnshire 21.2 11.2 15.0 6.7 18.0 24.8 3.1
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